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969 June 23, 1899 

regular work of inspecting incoming and outgoing vessels at this port 
continues as before. 

Eespectfully, yours, S. B. Grubbs, 

Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Sanitary report from Gribara. 

Santiago de Cuba, June 6, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to transmit the following report of the sanitary 
history of Gibara, Province of Santiago. The report was made to this 
office by Surg. H. E. Carter, who recently visited the place and estab- 
lished a quarantine station. 

GIB ABA. 

Gibara ranks in maritime quarantine as one of the clean ports of 
Cuba — that is, we have never found yellow fever on vessels therefrom. 
Both this place and Holguin in the interior, and with which it is con- 
nected by railroad, while admitting occasional outbreaks of yellow 
fever, claim to be generally free from the disease. For Gibara this is 
probably true, a considerable sprinkling of nonimmuue population, 
agents and employees of the fruit company, furnishing a sufficient test. 
These men, up to the war, had developed yellow fever only in excep- 
tional years. 

There was considerable yellow fever in Holguin and some here during 
the war, up to and including 1898, especially among the Spanish sol- 
diers. There is none among the American soldiers at either place, or 
indeed in the district, nor has there been any since their arrival in 
November. 

There was a severe epidemic of smallpox in the last part of 1898 and 
early parts of 1899 all over the district. It has been completely sup- 
pressed in the towns, though I am told that there are reports of this 
disease in the extreme eastern part of this province in the interior. 

TEADE WITH THE UNITED STATES. 

There is practically no trade with the Southern ports of the United 
States, three or four vessels clearing therefor per season. Its trade 
with the United States is practically confined to the exportation of 
fruit, from eight to twelve vessels, mainly foreign, clearing for Phila- 
delphia each month at present, but which before the war was manyfold 
larger, often more than 2 per day. There is also a line of passenger 
steamers from New York, 1 vessel every two weeks, entering at Nue- 
vitas, thence to Gibara and Baracoa, returning over the route and 
clearing from Nuevitas. 

BISKS TO THE UNITED STATES. 

The risk to the United States by ordinary traffic from this port is 
extremely small; still this season there will be a certain number of dis- 
charged soldiers from Holguin and other parts of the district going by 
each steamer. There is, as I have said, no yellow fever at Holguin 
and there has been none this year, but there was last summer and fall, 
and if the disease should recrudesce there or at any other place in the 
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district, the baggage of these men should be disinfected for the protec- 
tion of the United States. 

PROTECTION OF THE POET. 

Measures are necessary also for the protection of this port from incur- 
ring infection. Gibara, Holguin, and the district contributory, are free 
from infection now, and the history of the place gives us good hope of 
their remaining so, unless it is introduced from without. There will be 
a force of United States troops stationed in this district, especially in 
Holguin and Gibara. the gateway to the northern part of the province, 
which has no railroad communication with any place save Gibara. It 
seems, then, advisable to assume that these places are free from infec- 
tion, that is, that there will be no recrudescence, that by this port infec- 
tion is most liable to enter, and, therefore, to take measures for its 
protection. 

INCOMING VESSELS. 

The commerce by sea liable to introduce infection is the Herrera 
Line from Havana, Guantanamo, and Santiago,' the steamer City of San 
Antonio visiting the same places and a line of schooners coming at 
irregular intervals from Havana and Matanzas. All of these carry pas- 
sengers, and in these passengers and their baggage the danger lies. 

At present the inspections are made by Dr. Gomez (assistant surgeon 
Second United States Volunteer Infantry), an excellent man, but work- 
ing under old Spanish laws and not inspecting vessels from Cuban 
ports. I would recommend that a quarantine officer be appointed to 
inspect incoming vessels from Havana, Matanzas, Cienfuegos, Santiago, 
and Guantanamo as being "infected or suspicious ports." Dr. Salva- 
dor Gomez has been recommended for the position (a), and a supply of 
disinfectants has been ordered for the disinfection of baggage and ves- 
sels, as required. 

Eespectfully, yours, Herman B. Parker, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Report on yellow fever in Havana. 

Havana, Cuba, June 16, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that on Monday, June 5, Assistant 
Surgeon Marcour, United States Navy, reported that he had a suspi- 
cious case of fever in the marine barracks, which are situated near the 
Machina, or custom house landing. At his request, I visited the 
patient, whom I found to be suffering with symptoms suspicious of yel- 
low fever. The patient had been isolated and his personal effects 
removed from the dormitory in which he slept with 11 other men. 
I advised that judgment be suspended until the following morning, 
when, at 7 o'clock, I again visited the patient and gave as my opinion 
that the case was one of yellow fever. I offered the services of our 
disinfecting apparatus for the disinfection of the dormitory, which was 
accepted by Assistant Surgeon Marcour. This work was done under 
the direct supervision of Dr. Goodman, the dormitory being made as 
air-tight as possible and with 2 autoclaves the place thoroughly dis- 

a Dr. Salvador Gomez has been appointed to fill the position. 



